you’re news

Accolades
n Carol Schoff, a salesperson at
Sir Speedy in Sarasota, has been
recognized as a 2014 Platinum Level
Top Performer. The Top Performer
Award is presented annually to
recognize top achievers in the Sir
Speedy franchise network. Schoff
was one of only 18 salespeople who
received Platinum Level status from
more than 300 worldwide.
“I’m very proud of Carol. She
works hard every day to help our
customers with all of their printing and marketing needs,” said Sir
Speedy owner, Eileen Rosenzweig.
Sir Speedy is located at 3939 S.
Tamiami Tr., Sarasota.

Appointments

n MaryAnne Young has been selected as the new vice president for
advancement and executive director of the New College Foundation.
Jessica Rogers will serve as associate
vice president for advancement and
associate director of the Foundation.
Young is currently the vice president for advancement at Mount
Holyoke College, a noted liberal arts
college for women in western Massachusetts. In that position, she has
worked with three presidents, seven
board chairs and managed a staff
of 38. She has planned and implemented two fund-raising campaigns;
the most recent, in 2013, exceeded
its goal by raising $305 million.

Board News

n Realize Bradenton, Inc., has
added two new members to its
12-member board of directors. Elected to three-year board positions
are Jennifer Zavidil and Rick
Fawley. Dennis Zink was elected
as board chair and Chris Timol as
vice chair.
Rick Fawley is president of
Fawley Bryant Architects, Inc., an
award-winning firm providing
architecture, interior design, planning, project development, strategic
consulting and sustainability services on the west coast of Florida.
Jennifer Zavadil is the vice president
and retail bank manager of the Cortez branch of BMO Harris Bank. She
has more than 30 years of financial
services experience that began with
Barnett Bank of Florida.
Dennis Zink is a certified mentor and chapter chair of Manasota
SCORE. Chris Timol is the regional
director of sales and former vice
president of major market services
for Paychex Inc., a member of the
Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance
and Economic Development Council, advisory board member and
investor with Janji, Inc.
Realize Bradenton’s board includes Ann Breitinger, Jaymie Carter,
Kim Daglish, Rick Fawley, Bridgette
Halliburton, Melodie Rich (treasurer), Casey Rodgers, Chris Timol (vice
chair), Mimi Tran, Kay Wight, Jennifer Zavidil and Dennis Zink (chair).

Business News

n Modern Wealth and Jennifer Lee
have added Esther Halt to their
Sarasota/Lakewood Ranch office.
Halt is a financial advisor, financial
planner and a registered financial
securities professional, who started
her career on Wall Street in the
1980s and worked her way up to
having her own independent firm.
Prior to her own firm, she worked
at Golden Sachs, Dean Witter and
Raymond James.
Although Esther is an expert
with helping women, she has a list

of male
clients and
families
that have
been with
her since
the mid
90s. “After
searching for a
partnership with
another
female
Esther Halt
advisor
for over 10 years, Modern Wealth
and Jennifer Lee is exactly what I’ve
been looking for.”
Esther offers many financial
services that include portfolio risk
management, financial planning,
retirement planning, current and future income strategies and planning,
money management, asset management, insurance and annuities. Esther can be reached at 941-357-1390
to schedule a no cost, no obligation
consultation or portfolio review.
Modern Wealth, LLC, is an allwoman financial firm based in
Lakewood Ranch with over 36 years
of collective wealth management
experience. They are a full service,
independent Wealth Management
Company, providing Retirement
Planning, Asset Management, Efficient Income Distribution, Insurance and Annuities.
Esther is a registered representative and investment advisor representative of H. Beck, Inc. Securities
and investment advisory services offered through H. Beck Inc., Member
FINRA, SIPC. H. Beck Inc. and Modern Wealth, LLC are not affiliated.
n NaviMed has launched in Sarasota. NaviMed Advocates is a private
health care advocacy firm dedicated
to helping health care consumers navigate and best utilize their
benefits in our health care system.
As an advocate, NaviMed works for
and only in the best interest of the
client, the health care consumer.
Founded by Mitzi Roca, CCP, a
20+ year human resources professional with an advanced certification in benefits, NaviMed Advocates’ mission is to educate, consult
with and advocate for the health
care consumer through a variety of
personalized services.
From researching diagnosis and
treatment options and accompanying clients to physician’s appointments ensuring clear communications among various providers,
to resolving medical claims and
mediating family dynamics of an
ill loved one, NaviMed Advocates
looks out strictly for the client’s best
interest. Call 941-586-2978 for a
complimentary home visit.
n Amanda E. Stiff has opened
downtown Sarasota and Lynchburg,
Virginia offices of Access Advisors,
LLC, a boutique firm offering financial planning, investment advisory
and brokerage services to professional women, trustees of small
trusts and
women in
transition.
Stiff,
with more
than 30
years of
diversified
experience
in financial
services, offers second
opinions of
proposed
and existAmanda E. Stiff

ing financial strategies, calculates
“what-if” retirement scenarios,
and structures a conservative path
forward for women facing the challenges that come with career change,
divorce, death of a spouse, or inheritance. “As an independent financial
adviser, I have no sales quotas to
meet and no in-house products to
push,” Stiff says. “I develop an unbiased strategy to ensure that your
outcomes align with your goals.”
An alumna of Smith College, Stiff
began her career working at a Wall
Street investment bank in 1980, after
earning an MBA from Columbia University Graduate School of Business.
She also worked as a foreign equities
and domestic institutional trader for
an investment bank. In 1996, Stiff
started a mortgage lending business
in Sarasota, and, in 2006, an investment advisory firm. She has served
as an assistant professor of finance
and international business at Eckerd
College teaching business and investment finance courses.
Stiff, who holds Series 65, Series 7
and Series 63 securities licenses, offers securities and advisory services
through Harbor Financial Services,
LLC, a member of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA)
and the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC). Harbor
clears securities transactions through
Raymond James & Associates. “We
have unfettered access to Raymond
James products, research and technology solutions,” Stiff says.
Active in professional and civic
organizations, Stiff chaired the Sarasota Reading Festival for three years
and was a member of the board of
directors and treasurer of the Community Foundation of Sarasota
County. She also served on the
Sarasota County Domestic Violence
Task Force and the board of directors of Safe Place and Rape Crisis
Center (SPARCC).
The Access Advisors Sarasota office is at 1990 Main Street, Suite 750.
Stiff can be reached at 366-7504.

Co-chair Linda Bergen, “it is a community of people coming together to help
those affected by domestic violence
and to raise awareness of domestic and
sexual assault in our community.”
SPARCC Auxiliary members, a
pivotal extension of SPARCC’s fundraising and community awareness
efforts, played a critical role in the
success of the event. With their help,
the 12th Annual SPARCCle on the
Links golf tournament raised over
$19,000 for the organization. Funds
raised will help SPARCC continue its
mission to stop domestic violence
and sexual assault in our community.
First place for women went to
Bonita Lehto, Marsha Ciccolo, Tully
MacAlpine and Christina Miller. First
place for men went to Bob Demoss,
David Fraser, John Karras and Mike
McKinnon. First place for mixed
group went to Bill Bischof, Dot Bennett, Bruce Bergen and Don Bennett.
n Designing Daughters of
Sarasota, a charitable organization
of young professional women, recently netted over $30,000 for local
nonprofits from its pre-party event
and second annual gala, exceeding
last year’s total by $10,000.
Over 250 guests, more than 100
guests above last year’s attendance
count, appeared at the Fashionable
Gala: Mystery Men and Bond Girls
on May 8 at the Sarasota Classic
Car Museum, which was filled with
old-school glamour. All proceeds
will be awarded to local nonprofit
organizations or used for future fundraising events.
n Pines of Sarasota named its
skilled nursing and rehabilitation
center the Jean and Alfred Goldstein
Pavilion, in honor of visionary donors Jean and Alfred Goldstein. The
Goldstein’s extraordinary generosity

funding to qualified charitable organizations for programs assisting
disadvantaged children, youth and
families in Sarasota and Manatee
Counties, awarded $200,000 to local nonprofits this year, bringing
its total funding to more than $8.1
million. Celebrating its 25th anniversary, Florida Winefest & Auction
has presented grants to 84 local organizations serving disadvantaged children’s programs, making it one of
the largest and most successful charity events on Florida’s Gulf Coast.
They presented $200,000 in
grants, raised from 2014-15 events
to 25 local nonprofits, including:
Child Protection Center, Inc.; Children First; Community Coalition on
Homelessness d/b/a Turning Points;
Community Haven for Adults &
Children with Disabilities, Inc.;
Community Youth Development of
Sarasota County, Inc.; Early Learning
Coalition of Manatee County; Every
Child, Inc.; Everyday Blessings, Inc.;
Exchange Club Family Partnership
Center of Manatee County, Inc.;
Family Promise of Sarasota, Inc.;
Feeding Empty Little Tummies, Inc.
(F.E.L.T.); Forty Carrots of Sarasota,
Inc. d/b/a Forty Carrots Family Center; Foundation for Dreams, Inc.;
HOPE Family Services, Inc.; Laurel
Civic Association, Inc.; Manatee
County Girls Club, Inc. d/b/a Just
for Girls; Mothers Helping Mothers, Inc.; Police Athletic League of
Manatee County; Sarasota Manatee
Association for Riding Therapy, Inc.
(SMART); Take Stock in Children
of Sarasota County; Teen Court of
Sarasota, Inc.; The Health Support
Network d/b/a Center for Building
Hope; The Healthy Start Coalition
of Sarasota County, Inc.; The Tiny
Hands Foundation, Inc.; and Volunteer Services of Manatee County, Inc.

n Nutritious You is open for
business at 6583 Midnight Pass
Road, Siesta Key. Nutritious You
founder and AADP certified health
coach Marina Sommers. Nutritious
You offers a new product line of
healthy snacks created by Sommers.

Nonprofit News
n Safe Place and Rape Crisis
Center (SPARCC) hosted the 12th
Annual SPARCCle on the Links
fundraiser at Plantation Golf and
Country Club in Venice in May.
This event brought together supporters, organization funders and
community influencers for an evening which included a silent auction, chance drawings, a post-game
dinner and golf awards.
“SPARCCle on the Links is more
than just a game of golf,” said event

John Overton (President/CEO Pines of
Sarasota, Alfred and Jean Goldstein,
Estelle Crawford, President Pines of
Sarasota Foundation.

to Pines of Sarasota Foundation (the
not-for-profit entity dedicated to
raising funds to support the senior
care community) has helped Pines
of Sarasota continue its important
work and has allowed the organization to move forward with a revitalized image and plan for the future.
n The Florida Winefest & Auction, Inc., a nonprofit that provides

Real Estate News

n Tracy Seider, a Broker-Associate
in the Sarasota office of RE/MAX
Alliance Group, has achieved the
RE/MAX Platinum Club Award for
2014. Based on performance, this
award is presented to only 6% of
RE/MAX associates worldwide.
A longtime local resident, Seider has
been a Realtor for more than 30 years,
earning almost every designation and
certification available in the industry.
She is a member of the Women’s
Council of Realtors, Leadership Sarasota, Siesta Key Kiwanis Club and Junior
League of Sarasota, and serves on the
board of directors for SCOPE.
The RE/MAX Alliance Group
Sarasota office is located at 2000
Webber Street, Sarasota. Seider can
be reached at 941-356-2057.
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